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Usury/ or in the methodical and detailed directions which he gives,
as in the essay ' Of Travel.' His logical habit of mind has trans-
formed even the materials of pedantry, The numerous quota-
tions and illustrations drawn from the Bible, the classics and
Machiavelli, seem necessary to his argument, and his unacknow-
ledged appropriations from Montaigne strike one as mere coinci-
dences of thought1. All forms of knowledge are subjected to the
elucidation of his views on Ufa The primum mobile of astronomy
illustrates 'the motions of the greatest persons in a government/
and the legend of Briareus is interpreted as an emblem of the
people's power
These excellencies were largely due to the fact that Bacon
regarded the popularity of the Essays as ephemeral and was
not posing for posterity2. He wrote down simply the things which
interested himself. This spontaneity carried its own limitations.
Many of the essays are made up of extracts, compiled from his
other works, and woven together into a new whole. He frequently
misquotes or misrepresents his quoted authors; and, sometimes, he
does not adhere closely to the title of his essay3. Besides, Bacon
led two lives, and in his views on worldly matters we have only
half the man: the side of him engaged in a struggle for advance-
ment4. Hence, he regards life as a stage, and his meditations
almost always recur to the rdle which men play in the eyes of the
world. Adversity is discussed as a means of evoking the practice
of virtue; friendship is viewed as a condition in which a man's
judgment may become clearer and his happiness more complete.
Even love and marriage are considered chiefly as an impediment
to the serious pursuits of life. But the greater number of his
'Dispersed Meditations' deal with the immediate problem of
success: how far secrecy in dissembling will substitute an inborn
gift of discretion; whether boldness will counteract a reputation
for failure; in what way a knowledge of men rather than of books
can be turned to account in the intrigues of court life. These
speculations lead him into higher circles of government and
1 For list of plagiarisms vide F. A* F. Dieckow, John Florio's Engliscne Uebersetzung
der Essais Montaigne* und Lord Bacon's, Ben Jonsori** und Robert Bttrton** Verhaltnist
zu Montaigne. It might be noticed, also, that the essay on death is largely coloured by
Lucretius, bfc. m, and Erasmus, Colloquia Familiaria (Funusj, while that on youth
and age is borrowed from Aristotle (Rhetoric, bk. n).
8 Vide quotations from Bacon's letters in 4English Men of Letters* Bacon* by
B. W. Church, 1892, chap, rx.
* Vide S. H. Beynolds, ibid.
4 J. Boudoin, in translating the Essays in 1640, entitled them L'Artisan de la*